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A Chriſtian Conſolatory Letter, written by a Reverend 
Paſtour and Miniſter of Gods Word, to one of his louing Parithic- 


ners and Friends: vpon occaſion of Gods Viſitation of the faid Paſtors hou: LO 
wich the Pcftilence; within ewo miles of London. « 4. 


no 0 fN 
Mr. I. L, Paſtour of S. 21. B. ES | 
To his aſſured true Friend and Pariſhioncr, H. H.in London. = ag 


( The Chriflian Reader may onderſtand that H, H. did firſt write unto M.1.L. but hath © - >< 
pot thourht the Copie of this Letter( mentioned) worthy the Preſſe.) 


Ood Vir. H. I hartily thanke you for your kind chriſtian Letter, which I aff ire you 

( Jn me and my wife no lefle 1n the reading than it ſeemies © did you in the virice 
ing. It hath pleaſed God ro come neere vs indeed z to rake r,vay our poore little daughter 
R. to wee heard yeſterday : and I teare our maid eAary hath followed her : Bur lince I haue 
nor heard trom thence, What ſhall wee ſay toit ? God 15 wſt and wiſe: Hee though: it not 
tir wee ſhould eſcape in chis common Tudgement, but would haue vs to drinke of the {awe 
cup char fo many thoutands have drunke of belide : perhaps hee ſaw that otherwiſe wee 
would hane ben either roo much lifred vp with our owne fatetie, or lefle caretull rg come 
p:{li mare the atfictions of others, and to direct our feps mn a ſtreight way vnro him. Now 
we. hue as children vider the tcarc of the rod, and ſhall learne to ftand in more awe of him 
that hath power co puniſh vs. Yer my hope and comtort 1s, that it hath ben a correction 
laid ypon vs1n his loue, not in his vwiacth My poore childe I doubr nor 18in the armes of a 
better tarher, where th: (hill ne1 her any more tuffer , nor any more fin, The Lord ſan(ti- 
fic his crotle vato vs , andreach vs borh ro make the right vſe ot this thar is paſt, and ſeri- 
oully to prepare for whatſocucr 13 (© come, By 15 great and wondertull metcy hee hath 
prouided an ocher place tor our rctuge; where yet T blefle his name we continue ſound and 
well. AndI bcleecit him it may not be wich vsas with the Philiſtims, who whither ſocuer 
they retoued, {t:]] his plagues toll-vwod rhem, Howſocuer, to ſay with Davin; It & the 
Lord, let bim doe what ſcemeth good in bis owne eyes. Good Mr. H. Ir hath beene a fad and a 
chargeable rimero vs, and fo 1; 15 tt] like ro bee, But I Jabour to live by faith, and ro reſt 
vpon the prouidence ot that mercitull God, that teeds all the ,vorld ; theretore will nor (I 
truſt) forſake me nor mine. For your lelues, that muſt, as you write, endare the beate of the 
day, of this the Loras Rm : 1 torrow tor you, and I pray heartily co God for you. Com- 
torcyonr {clues in the Lord : He can as well make daungerous places ſate,as ſate places daun- 
ge 1+ his holy hand be euer ouer you, and ouecr all our deere louing faiends about you; 
and h; char kelprrhe chree children in the midſt of the burning Furnace , of his infinice 
good:.- tle, preterue and keepe you all, 11; the heate of this his burning ludgement , thac 
the fi of it may not touch a haire of your heads. He that empries his Quiuer cuery day fo 
taſt, avd ſpends his Arrows abroad, hide you all,as Arrowsgin the Quiver ot his prouidence, 
where you may be {ate trom daunger. I :tlure you, I delirde nothing more,tor mine owne 
particular than ro haue return'd among you , and ſhould willingly haue continued in the 
labour oft my Miniſtry,tor the good and cointort of as many asare left in my Charge;(whom 
God is my record I loue vnfaincely in the Lord, ) during the vemott of this Vilication, 
though I had ben offered vp for your takes, Bur as 1t hack plealed God now todeale, it 
had ben altogether inconuentent : and the caſe ſtanding as it does , lhope tt 15 nenther dif- 
plealting oo the Lord, nor oftentiue to you, that for a timeT withdraw my felte, if God will 
re{erue me tor ar), turcher ſervice m his Church Inthe meane time, I ſhall be glad to 
heare thar you cau provide any m ny roome to bee helptull vnro you. And tor my lelte, 
what I taile 1m. one way, | thall bee di[1gent ro ſupply another ; Though I cannot weekely 
preach to you, I will daily pray to che l ord for you z and the good Lord be mercitull co our 
prayers; in his owne cue time to rctreth vs with his louing kindnetle, and to comtore vs ac- 
cording to the dayes wherein he hath atflited vs, Good Sir, continue your heartie prayers 
for vs: And fo ineaeat the 1ſt of my Ecere 3nd beloued Pariſhioners, chat remaine ; Salute 
them allin the Lord; bu ſpecially rhote of my necreſt acquaintance, many of whom I 
have in my mind, and would name in my paper ; but tearing I may omit ſome ; I ſhall in- 
creat them to accept of this generall remembrance, Forget vs not vnto your good wite : 
 Weethanke yowand her,tor your conitant and entire loue vnto vs: The Lord recompence 

It; and when he ſhall ice good, atter theſe tunes of mourning, ſend vs times of retoycing. 


e Tuguſt.1.1625. Yovr afietionate true 
Friend, |. L. 


